DEBATE 


THE JFK ASSASSIHATION 

Today’s debate includes our opinion that the many con- 
spiracy theories regarding the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy are far-fetched, an opposing view from Florida, 
other views from California, and voices from across the 
USA. 

Conspiracy theories 
remain unfounded 

In a span of seconds, with a clash of gunshot, the presi- 
dent was gone and the USA plunged into paralytic grief. 

Now, 25 years later, on the anniversary of his assassina- 
tion and with massive news media blankets of reminis- 
cence, we remember John F. Kennedy: the stirring words 
of his inaugural address, his challenge to explore the face of 
the moon, his vision to create the Peace Corps, his confron- 
tation with Southern leaders as the civil rights movement 
attacked racist regional laws. 

We recall the failures of the Bay of Pigs and the Berlin 
Wall and the triumphs of the Cuban missile crisis and the 
nuclear test bannreaty. And as we revisit the pain and relive 
the loss, we ask the unanswerable question: "Why?'’ 

In the absence of a logical answer, many of us conclude 
there was a conspiracy. The assassin had spent time in the 
Soviet Union — so the Russians did it The CIA had plotted 
to kill Castro — so Castro did it Or the CIA did it Or the 
Mafia did it Or the Ku Klux Klan did it 

Such conspiracy theories have produced books, articles, 
films and even a real-life criminal-court trial in which a 
New Orleans man, Clay Shaw, was falsely accused of a con- 
spiracy. That trial, a sham, cleared Shaw. 

In fact a commission of distinguished citizens, headed by 
then-Chief Justice Earl Warren and made up of leaders of 
both parties in all branches of government conducted an 
exhaustive investigation following Kennedy’s death. 

That commission concluded that the assassin was a lone 
gunman, not a conspirator. Those commissioners were not 
perfect but they examined theories, rumors and much of 
the so-called “evidence” still being circulated this week. 

Those commission members, concerned about their own 
integrity, never would have contrived to lie to the people of 
the USA, or cover up a conspiracy, or allow history to black- 
en their good names. 

There simply was — and is — no substantive evidence to 
contradict the overwhelming proof that the assassin was a 
ticking time bomb, an act of violence waiting to happen. 
Shortly before he shot the president, he fired into the home 
of Gen. Edwin Walker in Dallas, the bullet narrowly miss- 
ing Walker’s head. 

The fact is that Lee Harvey Oswald was a deeply dis- 
turbed, grotesquely flawed personality, driven as was John 
Hinckley, who tried to kill President Reagan, Arthur 
Bremer, who sought to kill former Alabama Gov. George 
Wallace, and Sirhan Sirhan, who slew Robert Kennedy. 

And the fact Is that there are other similarly disturbed 
personalities running loose in society today. 

The sane and sensible thing to do is to seek to uncover 
and deal with those individuals, rather than to dig up old 
conspiracy “evidence” that “proves” nothing but a negative. 

It is always remotely possible that someday, somehow, 
someone will find actual evidence that the Warren Commis- 
sion missed. 

But the time has come to bury these far-fetched and un- 
supported theories and to try, instead, to recover the visions 
that were shattered, the hopes that were destroyed, the 
promises left unkept that sad day a quarter-century ago. 


